LEGAL WRITINGS

Although a vigorous and versatile mind and a background of truly
liberal education had prompted him to many-sided intellectual activity,
Jones was by profession-a profession happily dictated by natural
endowments-a judge, and it was indeed his ambition in coming to
India to become the Justinian of Hindu law. Accordingly, he set before
himself the task of publishing Manu's Dharmasastra, which forms the
basis of Hindu law and which comprehends the whole of Hindu life, in
an authoritative English version, ft must have been a matter of the
profoundest solace to him that he could fulfil this ambition before he
was snatched away by fate. The Ordinances of Menu is a book of
considerable historical significance in the study of Hindu Law, though
of course it has since been superseded by other more scientific and
methodical studies. It is a pity, however, that the Indian Law Digest
on which Jones had been working and which was Intended to be a work
of encyclopaedic sweep, could not be finished by him.

in fact, even before his arrival in India, Jones had established a
name for himself as a competent juristical writer. The Speeches of
Isaeus, published by him in 1779, received a wide acclaim for the
scholarly account that it had presented of the Athenian judicial system,
and among the tributes paid was the following:

"Mr. Jones's abilities are well-known and deservedly esteemed.
The present performance is executed in a manner which does
equal credit to his genius, learning and industry. The
introduction shows, in a clearer manner than any work now
extant, the mode of proceeding in the courts of Athens in causes
respecting property, and the orations themselves may be
considered as complete models of forensic eloquence in that
country. We may therefore recommend this translation to the
notice of our readers in general, as it is alike calculated for the
perusul of the gentleman and of the lawyer/61

An Enquiry into the Legal Mode of Suppressing Riots, which came
out in 1780, the Mahomedan Law of Succession to the property of
Intestates, which was published in 1782, An Essay on the Law of
Bailments, which was brought out in 1781, are further evidence of his
keen legal acumen and juristical eminence.

61 "The Gentleman's Magazine", May 7779,p.25#
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